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Urumia.  Persia,  jan.llth  1904. 


My  Dear  Friends 

Yesterday  was  Communion  Sunday  in  our  city  church. 

As  1  hurried  to  church  a  little  late, having  been  detained  by  an 
unexpected  demand  on  my  time.l  met  troops  of  children  coming  away 
from  the  church, --children  of  our  members.  said  i, "Where  are  you 
going? ",  "Oh, they  have  driven  us  out  of  church, because  there  is  no 
room  for  us, "said  the  poor  little  things.  It  was  in  my  heart  to 
tarn  back  and  gather  the  little  ones  for  a  service  of  their  own, 
but  my  baby  organ  had  already  been  carried  over  to  the  church  and 
1  knew  the  pastor  would  be  awaiting  me, so  1  had  to  hurry  on.  The 
Cnildr en  went  straight  to  Miss  McConaughy  who  had  been  detained 
fro-  the  service  by  a  headache,  and  begged,  if  she  ccbuld  not  hold  a 
service  for  them, that  she  would  at  least  let  then  have  the  key  to 
a  little  meeting  room  in  our  outer  yard,  and  let  them  hold  one  tham- 
s elves .  She  demurred; "T  am  afraid  you  will  not  act  well, and  will 
get  into  trouble  . "  "Oh  no ,Khanum, just  try  us,"  they  pleaded  eager- 

y‘  So  tne  key  811(1  t^ie  care  of  the  service  were  committed  to  three 
of  the  older  boys, a  fire  was  built, and  sixty-nine  little  tots  who 
were  not  going  to  be  deprived  of  their  Sabbath  privileges,  fathered 
in  that  small  room.  Most  if  not  all  of  these  children  are  under 
l  twelvv  years  of  age.  When  we  came  home  from  church  after  a  service 
of  nearly  two  hours'  duration, they  were  still  quietly  assembled 
reading, singing, praying  and  "exhorting"  as  they  had  learned  to  do 
m  their  Christian  Endeavor  mettings,and  were  ready  to  go  right 
on  and  have  the  regular  c.E.  meeting, which  lasted  another  half  hour 

M.y  ^eart  has  aciied  ever  slnce  t0  think  of  those  mere  baoies  being 
shut  out  of  God  s  house  for  lack  of  room.  It  seems  as  if  "the  very 
stones  would  cry  out"  and  as  if  Christ  were  asking  us  what  we  are 
doing  fbr  these  His  little  ones. 

I  have  for  months  been  mentioning  in  my  letters  home  the  need 
of  a  new, large  church, but  after  yesterday’s  experience  it  seems' 
as  if  my  heart  would  to*  eak  if  we  cannot  have  it  right  away.  Almost 
every  Sunday  some  have  to  be  turned  away  from  the  church  whi  ch  has 
become  much  too  small  for  our  growing  city  community.  Protestant 
girls  from  the  rug  factory  which  is  carried  on  under  Episcopal 
e  spices, nave  been  sent  home  time  after  time, until  they  are'  dis¬ 
couraged  about  coming.  Our  Seminary  girls  have  to  have  a  separate 

The^;  r  talln®  thS  tlmS  and  strenWh  MM  of  another  preacher. 
11  ®  a  are  often  so  crowded  that  it  is  hard  itor  us  to  listen 

?he1aLEor  ~tl?  W'rie*‘  And  mUSt  this  °°ntinue  for 

tne  lack  o  the  five  or  six  thousand  dollars  that  would  secure  u3 

hurnerSiary  lan“  and  ensble  us  to  Wild  a  commodious  and  pleasant 
cnurch?  1  a„  sure  that  God  will  hear  our  prayers  and  will  se'd 
us  soon  ,the  necessary  money. 

Very  sincerely  yours 


// 
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April  25th,  1905. 


The  Rev.  C.  R.  Watson, 

921  Witherspoon  Building, 

Philadelphia,  Penna. 


Ky  Dear  Watson: - 


I  was  very  glad  indeed  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  21st, 
with  its  enclosures  regarding  the  Presbyterian  Union  in  India.  I  earnestly 
hope  that  your  Church  may  feel  able  to  join  with  the  other  Presbyterian  Churches 
in  India  in  this  union.  I  judge  from  the  actions  of  your  Asserfly,  which  you 
enclose,  that  the  feeling  prevails  at  home  that  your  missionaries  were  not  favor¬ 
able  to  theunion.  Out  in  India  i  gather,  both  from  your  letter  and  from  what  our 
own  missionaries  write,  that  the  responsibility  for  the  position  of  your  Church 
rests  on  the  Assembly  at  home.  I  do  hope  that  the  matter  may  come  up  for  dis¬ 
cussion  this  year,  and  that  your  Assembly  can  give  some  assurance  that  can  assure 
the  missionariesin  India  that  they  are  free  to  unite  with  the  other  Presbyterian 
bodies  in  the  Union  Church  there,  without  any  fear  of  transgressing  in  this  way 
the  wishes  of  the  Church  at  home. 

I  send  you  herewith  a  copy  of  the  last  Minutes  of  the  Presbyterian  Alli¬ 
ance  Meeting,  and  of  the  first  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly.  These  are  the 
only  copies  I  have,  and  I  must  ask  you  to  send  them  back  to  me,  by  registered  pest, 
at  your  convenience.  They  will  answer  in  part  the  inquiries  of  your  letter.  For 
the  rest,  I  think  you  will  find  them  answered  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Seventh  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  Presbyterian  Alliance  in  India,  held  in  19C2,  a  copy  of  which  I  send 
with  the  other  papers.  I  send  aleo  a  copy  of  the  statistics  of  the  Alliance,  which 
will  show  in  connection  with  the  Minutes  of  the  Assembly,  the  Presbyterial  arrange¬ 
ments  of  the  new  Church. 

Will  you  please  return  these  pamphlets  also,  when  you  are  through  with 
them?  If  I  can  answer  any  further  questions  please  let  me  know. 

Very  cordially  yours, 
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' Delfts  ion  Shantung  China.  Feb.  24.  if  I7. 

Dear  Dr . Speer: -  . 

i  enclose  a  letter  (a  copy  of  the  one  i  amsendmg  to  ur. 

Brown,)  1  do  this  for  two  reasons. First , because  I  think  you  take  a  more 
careful  interest  in  these  details  of  missionary  appointments  and  will 
be  more  likely  to  give  attention  to  see  that  we  get  suitable  women  here 
at  IVeihsien.  From  what  was  written  in  connection  with  ...r*Kccders  coming 
1  think  you  already  know  about  the  special  importance  of  this  station. 
Dot  only  on  its  own  account  but  on  account  of  t:ie  workers  it  sends  out 
to  other  stations  over  China. 1  think  you  helped  insecuring  such  a  good 
man  as  Lr.Keeder  promises  to  be.  ;e  are  grateful  for  this.. As  one  good 
turn  deserves  another, we  hope  you  will  do  as  well  by  us  in  supplying 
the  places  ~ f  the  two  women  we  have  iust  lost. 

Again  i  want  to  say  a  word  confidentially  about  krs.  Bergen.  As  1  have 
quoted  in  Dr. Crown's  letter, when  the  mission  wrote  to  welcome  -krs.  Dor  gen 
it  was  with  the  undorstnading  that  she  live  intone  of  her  own  houses' in 
Tsing  tau  and  secure  a  special  support  .Dr.  Browris  last  letter,  just  re¬ 
ceived  says  that  Mrs. iiergen  is  to  come  in  response  to  the. call. of  the 
Mission  to  the  first  vacancy  indicated  on  the  China  Council’s  list. And  t 
it  so  happens  that  that  place  is  eihsien. Now  whatever  hr s. Bergen  may 
be  in  herself, her  whole  life  in  China  shows  that  she  is  not  fitted  for 
this  country  work  among  the  women, for  which  we  are  asking  and  for  which 
we  stand  in  great  need.  Che  not  only  never  has  done  such  work  but  is  so 
peculiarly  constituted  that  she  could  not  and  would  not  do  it. 

Any  one  here  will  tell  you  that  that  is  absolutely  a  foregone  conclu-' 
si  on.  Co  that  1  hope  that  you  will  quietly  see  to  it  that  sue1:  a  disas^ 
trous  blunder  is  not  made. 1  think  you  are  wise  enough  to  do  this, with¬ 
out  -ettinm  anybody  into  trouble. 

1  hope  you  received  the  letter  i  wrote  you  about  the  6ity  work  along 
with  the  photos  and  plan  of  the  buildings  at  kiu  chcw.hr . Carter  has 
just  written  a  letter  of  inquiry  on  this  general  subject  which  i  shall 

answer  soon. 

lours  fraternally. 


J  A  ML,  MIol  L^ 


Art\ 


i*  m» 


ir.  S 


ueihsien  Shantung  China. Feb. 24. K17. 


our 


.Brown: -  . 

As  you  know  we  have  recently  lost  both  of  ^evangelistic 

women  for  work  in  this  station, ".iss  Brack  and  iss  Hawes. We  have  final¬ 
ly  secured  what  we  think  will  be  a  good  man  for  evangelistic  worm  m. 

Lr .Reeder. Be  are  greatly  encouraged  by  the  prospect  of  his  help, hut  1  n 
the  loss  of  these  two  women, we  are  much  more  destitute  and  needy  tnan 

we  were  without  another  man.  , 

he  are  compared  with  other  stations, well  suppled  with  pastors  and  men 
evangelists  but  we  still  have  but  few  satisfactory  Bible  women  for  our 
work?This, in  the  face  of  the  vastness  of  our  field, the  greater  readi*- 
ness  of  the  women  to  hear  and  receive  the  gospel, the  groat  advance  t oat 
has  been  made  in  this  direction  in  later  years , the  <g®r  less  strain  on' 
women  when  traveling  in  the  country, the  much  more  comiortable  arrange¬ 


ments 
&- 


that  can  be  made  for 


them 


/  I  J  J  U  II  C  111  U.  L/  II  i  w  \J\J  ' -J  w 

>nd  their  work  .and  the  fact  that  th.e 


mrried  women  latterly  very  seldom  dc  country  work. 

^  in  fact  our  need  for  women  missionaries  to  work  in  the  country  is 
simply  overwhelming, both  extensively  and  intensively. Ever  since  1  have 
been  in  the  station, in  fact, I  have  u  rged.in  our  station  meetings , the 
greater  urgency  for  additional  women  workers. This  work  is  chuck  full  of 
interest  and  promise. 

1  wish  to  urge  especially, that  our  great  call  is  for  women  w.io  can' 
and  will  work  in  the  country,  Be  have  of  course  a  number  of  married  wom¬ 
en  who  among  them  can  do  a  lot  in  caring  ±  or  tue  wot  a  ns  work  u  na  i<  needs 
to  be  done  in  the  station, so  that  these  women  r  re  n  eded  for  the  counts 


ry.  '.'.bile  this  is  an  intensely  interesting  and  important  work, when  fol¬ 
lowed  up  regularly  it  is  a  great  strain  upon  a  woman, especially  ir_a 
nervous  way," so  that  in  order  to  be  worth  while  we  must  have  not 


women  of 
exoer ion 


consecration  out 
:e  eyppp.i  has  prepared 


is  that  women  who  have  never  liv 


experiences  of 
Borne  women  can 


women  strong  physically  and 
them  for  this  kind  o! 
d  in  the  country  or 
unsavory  side  of  things, 
and  mingle  amo  ng  the 


whose  previous 
work. What  1  mean 
lad  any  kind  of 

the  seamy  „ 

JViA/  „wlilww  wvtl.  eat  Chinese  food  and  mingle  amo  ng  the  Chinese  away^  from 
foreigners  without  any  great  difficulty^ while  o t '  ers  before  long  t ;icy 
cirr-nlv  mi r* eu mb  under  the  strain. 

takin^  all  precautions  along  those 


1 


he  strain. 

y'no\  doubt  tiling  that  you  are 
ines  but  there  is  still  room  for 


ion 


more  care  in  selection. This  is  no 


T1 


lege 


doubt  due  largely, to  the  insistence  of  the  friends  and  womens  boards 
who  want  a  woman  sent  because  she  is  a  consecrated  woman  but  too  often 
she  turns  out  to  be  a  nervously  broken  down  school  teacher  or  stenograp 
her, who  has, on  this, account , failure  written  all  over  her  when  she # comes 
Iig  ch&nc&c s  2.r*G  t!i8.  1  &  worn 8. n  v  no  lists  gone  clc&r3  tnru  &.  wothotis  co^*.— 
has  not  enough  nerve  left  for  this  work.Cn  the  other. hand  there  is 
no  place  in  the  world  where  real  culture  and  refinement  will  tell, so . 
that  the  kind  of  a  family  from  which  a  woman  comes  is  all  important  in 

the  search  for  a  suitable  woman.  , 

The  China  Council, when  they  heard  of  hiss  Bracks  death, requested. the 
first  evangelistic  woman  for  Weihsien  and  since  that  we  have  lost  Biss 
Hawes. Bince  beginning  to  write  this  letter  yo”  have  mentioned  in 
last  letter, about  Hrs. Bergen  being  a  candidate  for  the  first  vsca? 
place  in  the  Lission.But  the  mission  has  written  about  :  rs.Bergons 


your 
!.nt  p  ' 
com. 


mrr 

o 


md  hasp  welcomed  her  under  the  conditions  of  your  letter  ho  3  7  7  of 


last  June . 1  quote:  "ohe  says  that  special  funds  will  be  provided  to 
cover  the  cost  so  tnat  no  draft  will  be  made  upon  money  that  would  be 
available  for  any  one  el se?  Againj.fi  speaking  of  her  Tsing  tau  residences 
you  say,  Of  cousre  when  Lrs. Bergen  goes  to  the  field, she  would  wish  to 
occupy  one  of  them  herself, but  it  would  be  better  for  the  hission  to 
rent  the  other  house  if  we  need  it  for  a  missionary  family, that! to  incuT* 
the  expense  of  building? 

,  ibis  is  very  definite  and  fixes  L'.rs. Bergen  at  Tsing  tau  in  her  own 
nouse  and  with  the  special  support, so  that  the  ission  will  not  feel 
called  upon  make  arrangements  for  her  in  accordance  with  their  letter 
sent  home  on  other  conditions  than  the  above. 

Sours  fraternally. 


,  x,  Via,  yviaJjA 


To  the  Board  of  Missions. 


Dear  Brethren :- 

Our  Mission  has  unanimously  and  enthusiastically  voted 

to  ask  you  to  send  us  at  once,  ten  men,  six  of  them  including  two 
doctors  to  he  for  the  opening  of  the  two  new  stations?  One  of  them 
is  to  be  located  between  I  Chow  Fu  and  Chining  Chow  and  the  other  be¬ 
tween  Weihsien  and  I  Chow  Fu.  The  distances  between  these  two  station 
being  respectively  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  end  one  hundred  and 
twenty  five  miles.  The  undersigned  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
urge  this  upon  your  attention  which  we  do  in  view  of  the  following 
considerations.  First,  the  funds  of  the  Board  seem  to  admit  of  en¬ 
largement  without  crippling  the  existing  work.  Under  Dr.  Ellinwood’s 
enterprising  administration  I  Chow  Fu  and  Chining  Chow  were  opened 
at  the  same  time.  Now  that  the  time  is  ripe  we  think  that  such,  an 
advance  should  be  made  again.  Second,  the  superior  caharcter  and 

promise  as  a  mission  field  of  China  in  general  and  Shantung  in  partic¬ 
ular.  Third,  a  Presbyterian  solidarity  with  all  the  stations  and 
departments  of  work  cooperating.  Efficiency,  economy  and  esprit  de 
sorps  in  the  work  all  point  to  enlargement  here  in  connection  with  the 
working  outfit  of  our  existing  stations  .  We  think  that  with  our 
equipment  and  prestige  we  can  care  for  this  territory  to  better  advan¬ 
tage  than  any  other  denomination.  Were  we  so  deep  in  ruts  that  you 
could  not  get  us  out  there  might  be  some  excuse  for  turning  us  down 
and  going  away  off  into  some  other  country  and  province  to  start  an 
isolated  station.  But  on  the  strength  of  your  expression  of  confi¬ 
dence  we  present  our  appeal.  Fourth,  the  largeness  of  the  ter¬ 

ritory  and  the  vastness  of  the  population  beyond  the  possibility  of 
our  present  stations  to  adequately  care  for.  This  is  so  apparent 
that  other  denominations  will  enter  if  we  do  not  .  Especially  in 
connection  with  the  railroad  soon  to  be  built  thro  this  territory. 

The  distances  between  these  stations  are  about  the  same?  as  that 
from  Weihsien  fco  Chinan  Fu,  between  which  the  English  Baptist  s  have 
two  large  stations  and  are  just  now  opening  a  third.  Since  we  can 
care  for  this  field  so  much  better  than  others  we  Should  not  allow 
our  other  stations  to  be  split  in  two  in  this  way  .  The  distances 
between  our  existing  stations  are  similar  to  the  width  of  one  of  our 
middle  states  with  a  territory  vastly  more  thickly  populated. 

Fifth,  that  we  may  conserve  our  existing  work,  if  history  repeats  it¬ 
self  Germany  will  try  to  dislodge  us.  The  Catholics  who  hold  the  bal¬ 
ance  of  power  in  Germany,  say  they  are  preparing  for  a  big  advance 
by  the  planting  of  a  station  in  every  one  of  the  one  hundred  and  eight 
county  seats  of  Shantung.  If  we  can  push  in  an  enterprising  way 

we  do  not  fear  them  for  the  people  are  greatly  prejudiced  against 
them  a,nd  in  our  favor  .  Indeed  the  discussion  of  the  contrast  is 

*  / 

/ 


greatly  helping  our  work*  However  we  think  that  our  salvation  lies 
in  enlargement  to  such  an  extent  that  the  Germans  will  not  think  of 
attempting  to  interfere  with  the  work  of  the  English  and  American 
Missions.  We  send  you  a  map  showing  the  location  of  the  proposed 
stations  in  relation  to  those  now  established. 

We  might  enlarge  on  each  of  the  above  points  but  we  think  that  es¬ 
pecially  with  the  secretaries  who  have  been  on  the  field,  you  will  be 
able  to  appreciate  their  force  without  further  argument. 

Three  men  for  each  station  will  be  enough  at  first.  Of  course  an 
experienced  man  should  go  with  them.  This  will  render  the  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  our  olo  stations  still  more  imperative  so  we  hope  you  can  send 
us  the  ten  men. 

R.  M.  Mateer. 


The  letter  with  the  signatures  of  all  the  Committee  to  be  sent  later. 
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TELEPHONE 
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June  15th,1920. 


Dr.  R.  E,  Speer 
BUILDING. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 


I  enclose  a  program  of  the  Conference  dsn 
The  Missionary  Possibilities  of  the  Sunday  School  Lessons  , 
at  -which  you  are  announced  to  speak  on  the  evening  of  the 
16th,  at  eight  o’ dock,  on  "Spiritual  Values  in  the  Mis¬ 
sionary  Enterprise •"  Mr.  Millikin  is  also  counting  on  your 
being  present  at  dinner  the  same  evening  -  tomorrow-  at  6:30 
at  the  Madison  Square  Hotel,  37  Madison  Avenue*  The  evening 
session  of  the  Conference  will  also  be  held  in  the  hotel. 


Sincerely; 
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PROGRAM 

CONFERENCE  ON  THE  MISSIONARY  POSSIBILITIES 
OF  THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSONS 


WRITERS  OF  LESSONS  FOR  THE  BOARD  OF 
PUBLICATION  AND  SABBATH  SCHOOL  WORK 
and 

EDUCATIONAL  SECRETARIES  OF  THE  MISSION  BOARDS 


on  the  invitation  of 
THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  MISSIONARY  EDUCATION 
NEW  ERA  MOVEMENT 

156  Fifth  Avenue,  Now  York 


June  16 

MORNING  SESSION 

9=15  a.m.  Members  of  the  conference  are  invited  to  attend  the  closing 
session  of  the  Conferenco  of  Outgoing  Missions  of  the  Board 

University  SETS  ^^ian  Church, 

AFTERNOON  SESSION  1S6  Fifth  Avenue,  Foreign  Board  Room,  Eighth  Floor. 
2:00  -  2:30  pjn.  Greetings  and  Statement  of  Purpose 

2:30  -  4=30  p.m.  Dr.  ^is’p^idlnf.11^  "*  ^  J°ta  *•  P*ris’  D-D' 

Subject:  "The  Soope  and  Variety  of  Missions" 
t.60  -  3.00  Rev.  John  A.  Marquis,  D.D. 

,.nn  .  „  Board  Homo  Missions' 

s.uu  -  3:15  R0V<  John  M.  Gaston,  D.D. 

Freedmen'o  Board 

3:15  -  3:30  Mr.  John  M„  Somerndike 

3:30  -  3:40  Interns""  *  S°h°01  “•*« 

3:40  -  4:00  Rev.  John  McDowell,  d.D. 

Board  of  Home  Missions;  Director  Dsmt.* 
4:00  -  4:30  Mr.TightTDay"108'  N0W  Era  ‘ 

4-39  5-on  Treasurer,  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 

4.39  -  5.00  p.m.  Members  of  the  Conference  are  invi*  a  ,  . 

Mission  Libraries.  invited  to  visit  the 


EVENING  SESSION 


6:30  -  7:30  p.m,  Dinner  -  Madison  Square  Hotel 

7:30  -  8:40  p.m*  Evening  Session,  Dr,  Gaston  presiding 

7:30  -  3:00  "The  Opportunity  of  the  Lessnn  Writer" 

Rev.  Park  Hayes  Miller 

8:00  -  8:40  "Spiritual  Values  in  the  Missi  onary  Enterprise" 
Dr,  Robert  E«  Speer 


June  17. 


MORNING  SESSION,  156  Fifth  Avenue,  Home  Missions  Board  Room,  Seventh  Floor 


9:15  a.m.-12  m»  Mrs.  M.  J.  Gildersleeve,  presiding. 

9:15  -  9:45  "Educational  Possibilities  in  Missionary  Literature 
Rev,  John  Bailey  Kelly 

Educational  Secretary,  Board  of  Home  Missions 

10:00  -10:30  "Methdds  of  Missionary  Education" 

Mr.  Millikin 
Discussion 

10:45  -  11 :15"Missi onary  Heroes" 

Rev.  Cleland  B.  MoAfee,  D.D. 

11:15  -  ll:45"The  Gift  or  Enlistment  of  Life;.'" 

Rev,  Hugh  D  Kerr,  D.D. 

11:45  -  12:05  Devotional  Period 

f&*£George  N.  Lucoock,  D.D. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION,  156  Fifth  Avenue,  Room  906,  Ninth  Floor. 


2:30  -  5:00  p.m,  Mr.  Millikin  presiding. 

2:30  -  3:30  "Teaching  Missions  to  Children" 

Miss  Florence  Norton 
Miss  Gertrude  Schultz 
Discussion 

3:30  -  4:15  "Missionary  Possibilities  in  the  Uniform  Lessons, 
1921-1922" 


Rev.  John  Bailey  Kelly 

4:15  -  4:5fc>  "What  the  Lesson  Writers  Want  from  the  Mission 
Boards" 

Dr.  Faris 
Discussion 

4:50  -  5:00  Devotion 


EVENING  SESSION, 

6:30  -  7:45  p.m.Dinner  -  Madison  Square  Hotel 
7:45  p.m. Pictures 

8:00  -  9:$>$  p.ra.Evening  Session,  Mir.  Somerndike  presiding. 

"The  Romance  of  Missions" 

Dr.  A.  W.  Halsey 

Secretary  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
Adjournment 
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August  29,  1939. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Rockledge, 

Lakeville,  Conn. 

My  dear  Robert, - 

I  had  hoped  that  Nellie  ana  I  might  be  able  to  run  up  to  Lake¬ 
ville  to  see  Mrs.  Speer  and  yourself  this  coming  Saturday  and  I  think  that 
Nellie  had  written  Mrs.  Speer  about  that  matter.  However,  I  find  that  it 
will  not  be  possible  for  me  to  get  away  on  Saturday.  I  had  hoped  to  have 
a  chance  to  talk  with  you  about  a  matter  growing  out  of  the  report  of  the 
Board's  deputation  to  Inaia  this  last  spring. 

One  of  the  subjects  the  deputation  dealt  with  at  their  confer¬ 
ence  in  Ludhiana  was  that  of  property  in  its  relation  to  the  Mission  and 
the  Church.  The  Board's  expectation  and  hope,  as  we  all  know,  has  been 
and  is  that  some  day  we  shall  be  able  to  turn  over  property  and  work  to  the 
Indian  Church  but  I  think  we  have  looked  upon  that  possibility  as  something 
that  is  still  a  good  ways  ahead.  The  deputation  formulated  certain  prin¬ 
ciples  when  they  were  on  the  field  and  submitted  them  at  once  in  type  to 
the  Missions  for  their  approval  with  the  explanation  of  course  that  they 
could  not  be  put  into  effect  until  they  had  been  approved  by  the  Board. 

Carter,  whether  rightly  or  wrongly,  seems  to  be  greatly  troubled 
by  the  fact  that  the  deputation  made  its  proposals  public  at  once  and  he 
wrote  me  quite  at  length  about  it  in  two  separate  letters,  extracts  from 
which  I  am  putting  into  your  hands  herewith.  I  wish  that  you  mi  ht  take 
time  to  read  these  extracts  and  tell  me  whether  Carter  is  all  wrong  in  his 
point  of  view  regarding  it.  I  have  been,  with  the  limited  knowledge  I  have, 
disposed  to  agree  with  his  point  of  view,  and  I  have  thought  that  perhaps, 
if  the  report  is  adopted  by  the  Board,  its  interest  could  be  still  further 
protected  if  necessary  by  adding  to  the  report  an  amendment,  a  copy  of  which 
I  also  enclose  herewith. 


Carter’s  chief  concern  would  seem  to  grow  out  of  the  fact  that 
in  order  to  carry  out  the  scheme  of  transferring  the  Forman  College  from 
the  city  out  to  the  new  site  being  prepared  for  it,  there  will  need  to  be 
a  number  of  real  estate  transactions.  Approximately  half  the  lot  secured 
for  the  college  site  can  be  sold  to  provide  part  of  the  necessary  funds 
for  the  new  buildings.  My  understanding  is  that  that  site  of  about  two 
hundred  acres  which  cost  about  two  laks  of  rupees  is  valued  to-day  for 
some  twelve  laks  of  rupees  so  that  the  sale  of  forty  or  fifty  per  cent  of 
it  will  bring  a  nice  round  Siam  in  addition  to  the  sale  of  the  college  prop¬ 
erty  in  the  city.  You  possibly  know  that  the  old  government  liens  have  all 
been  transferred  to  one  piece  of  property. 

This  whole  matter  will  come  up  for  action  at  the  Board  meeting 
in  September  and  I  would  like  very  much  to  have  my  own  mind  clear  about 
it.  I  will  not  quote  anything  you  may  say  to  me  regarding  the  matter  if 
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September  19,  1939. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
Rockledge, 

Lakeville,  Conn. 

My  dear  Robert, - 


This  is  just  to  aavise  you  that  we  'were  not  able  to  take  up  the 
Deputation's  report  on  India  at  our  meeting  yesterday.  It  took  all  the  time  and 
more  to  deal  with  the  Deputaoion's  reports  from  Iran  and  Syria.  It  is  planned  to 
devote  as  much  time  as  necessary  to  deal  with  the  Deputation's  report  on  India  at 
the  October  meeting  of  the  Committee. 


I  was  interested  yesterday  to  find  that  Dr.  Lucas,  who,  as  you  know,  is 
here  on  furlough,  was  ready  to  support  strongly  the  position  which  Carter  had  taken 
in  regard  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Deputation's  report  on  property  matters. 

Re  came  to  the  meeting  yesterday  afternoon,  thinking  that  the  India  report  would  be 
Ui-V  in  order  to  express  himself  on  the  subject,  and  he  will,  no  doubt,  come  to  the 
October  meeting  for  the  same  purpose. 


At  that  meeting  I  shall  hope  to  use  as  the  basis  of  anythin-,  I  have  to  say 
quotations  from  your  report  of  1922.  There  is  just  one  question  I  would  like  to  ask 
you  regarding  it.  I  think  I  asked  you  the  question  when  I  saw  you  two  weeks  ago  but 
I  haven'  o  clearly  in  minci  tne  answer  you  made  to  it,  viz.  the  conclusion  of  the  third 
paragraph  oi  the  report  on  page  307,  where  you  say,  "On  many  such  properties  the 
presumption  would  seem  to  be  that  an  Indian  trust  is  impressed  and  the  time  will  come 
when  it  will  have  to  be  decided  in  the  case  of  each  of  these  properties  how  this 
trust  can  best  be  fulfilled,  whether  by  the  continuance  of  missionary  administration, 
by  transfer  to  the  Indian  Church,  or  in  other  and  more  appropriate  forms."  I  have 
tiie  feeling  that  the  members  of  the  Deputation  may  say,  "Surely  trie  time  has  come  to 
make  that  kind  of  a  decision  of  which  Dr.  Speer  speaks. '^^bhat  would  be  your  answer 
to  that  kind  of  a  statement? 

Re  had  a  very  interesting  report  fromjrtftti  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clement  as  well  as 
from  Dr.  Dodds.  I  thinx  you  know  the  Clemerr^very  well.  Mr.  Norman  Clement,  who  is 
tne  oldest  son  of  Mr.  Clement,  the  banker Buffalo,  was  a  Hill  School  boy,  ana 
there  were  several  other  brothers  of  ni^there.  Some  of  them  at  the  time  our  boys 
were  there.  It  seems  that  the  intep*r£t  in  Persian  Missions  began  with  his  grandfather 


2. 


who  gave  one  of  the  buildings,  I  think,  at  Hamadan,  and  he  and  Mr.  Norman  Clement's 
father  were  responsible  for  the  educating  of  both  the  Cochrans,  father  and  son. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clement  are  very  attractive  people.  Mrs.  Clement,  especially,  is 
a  very  effective  speaker.  She  suggests  Mrs.  Harper  Sibley  a  little.  We  had  the 
pleasure,  Nellie  and  I,  of  meeting  them  at  dinner  at  the  Dodds'  on  Saturday  night, 
when  they  showed  the  pictures  which  they  took  on  their  trip  to  Iran,  most  of  them 
in  color,  a  perfectly  marvelous  collection  of  pictures. 


With  cordial  regards,  I  am 


•  IAMBS  M.SPEEKS,  CHAIRMAN 

WILLIAM  E  SPEF.KSA1CE  chairman  *  treas. 

W  Charles  MC  CUTCHEON,  PRESIDENT 
WALLACE  C.  SPEERS,  VICE  PRESIDENT 
CHANDLER  CUDLIPP  ,  vice  president 
.IOKN  G.M^CITTCHEON. secretary 
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My  dear  Robert, - 


The  Indian  Deputation's  report  was  presented  to  the  Board  yesterday 
afternoon,  by  Dr.  Dodds,  Dr.  Pete  Emmons  and  Miss  Schultz,  and  it  ?iras  a  most  inter¬ 
esting  report.  Perhaps  it  came  to  you  in  typewritten  form  as  it  did  to  me  a  few 
days  before  hand.  I  read  through  the  thirty  eijrit  pages  of  closely  typed  matter, 
and,  as  I  said  in  the  Board  meeting  yesterday,  my  first  reaction  to  it  was  amazement 
at  the  volume  of  work  which  the  Deputation  had  accomplished  and  the  multitude  of 
questions  dealt  with  in  so  short  a  time. 

The  Secretarial  Council  had  been  reviewing  tiie  report  and  its  recommenda¬ 
tions,  many  of  which  were  wholly  within  the  authority  of  the  Missions,  and  when  they 
came  to  the  recommendations  regarding  property  matters,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
there  was,  both  on  the  Field  and  at  home,  a  considerable  difference  of  opinion  re¬ 
garding  what  our  policy  ought  to  be  in  dealing  with  Mission  property,  they  recom- 
mendeu,  and  this  was  approveu  by  the  Foreign  Committee,  that  the  whole  subject  of 
what  our  policy  ought  to  be  generally  regarding  Board  and  Mission  property  in  India 
should  be  referred  to  the  1941  Conference  for  discussion  and  advice. 

I  thought  that  was,  perhaps,  a  very  good  way  to  deal  with  that  question  at 
tnis  time.  Since  1941  is  two  years  away  and  the  subject  seems  to  be  a  very  live  one 
on  the  Field,  I  told  Dr.  Dodds  I  thought,  by  way  of  allaying  any  further  discussion 
of  the  matter  for  the  time  being  on  the  Field,  the  Board  ought  to  pass  a  resolution 
in  order  to  prevent  any  misunderstanding  as  to  what  the  Board1 s  attitude  and  policy 
is  regarding  property  matters.  Dr.  Dodds  agreed  with  me  and  I  put  into  his  hands 
the  resolution  which  I  had  prepared  in  which  he  asked  the  privilege  of  making  a  few, 
verbal  changes.  I  am  enclosing  herewith  a  copy  of  the  resolution  which  I  presented 
yesterday  and  which  was  passed  without  dissent  except  that  Dr.  Emmons  asked  that  the 
last  sentence  be  deleted. 


When  I  presented  tnis  resolution  yesterday  I  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  this  was  both  an  old  and  a  knotty  question,  and  I  referred  to  your  report  re¬ 
garding  it  in  1922.  Yie  were  crowded  for  time  and  I  regret  to  say  that  there  was  not 
time  for  me  to  read  the  paragraphs  that  I  wanted  to  read  from  your  report  but  I 
summarized  them  in  the  way  in  which  you  did  in  your  last  letter  to  me. 


Dr.  Emmons,  in  his  presentation  in  his  part  of  the  report  yesterday,  was 
evidently  very  greatly  impressed  with  the  poverty  of  the  Indian  Church  and  its  need 
for  financial  help  from  us*  We  would  all  be  in  sympathy  with 
extent  of  yielding  to  demands  which  come  to  us  from  some  peopl 
such  demands  without  any  altruistic  motive. 


but  not  to 


lours  sincerely 
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